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AITO Inspiration – A brush with the Arts
5 May 2017
Become a creative traveller with these distinctive holiday ideas from members of The Association of Independent Tour Operators (www.aito.com), all of which involve A brush with the Arts.
Visit the Dali Triangle in Catalonia, explore a range of painting techniques in the Canary Islands, or learn how to capture the world’s most stunning regions on a variety of photography trips in the company of experts.  Departures throughout 2017 and 2018.
Departing this month (May 2017)

An art-focused cultural Romania walking tour – from £2,390 pp with Kudu Travel

Discover outstanding mediaeval Byzantine art at the UNESCO-listed Painted Monasteries, explore the galleries and museums of Bucharest and see the fascinating fortified churches of Transylvania on a 10-night Cultural Romania Walking Tour. Departing 31 May 2017, the trip costs from £2,390 pp (two sharing), including 10 nights’ full-board accommodation (hotels, a boat and comfortable country inns), all land and water transportation, entrance and sightseeing fees, the services of an English-speaking local guide plus a Kudu Travel tour leader. Walking grade is standard (one to four hours per day). Flights (Bucharest) extra. Call Kudu Travel on 01225 436 115 (www.kudutravel.com).
Departing throughout 2017
NEW: Capture the Autumn Aurora in Finnish Lapland – from £1,365 pp with The Aurora Zone

Learn how to capture the Northern Lights and Lapland’s vivid autumn colours during this five-day photography holiday in Menesjärvi, deep in the Finnish wilds. Photograph spectacular surroundings under the guidance of experts during workshops, embark on Northern Light hunts, experience guided nature walks and also enjoy a 17km river boat cruise to the spectacular Ravadas Falls. Departing between 30 August and 15 September 2017, the price is from £1,365 pp (two sharing), including flights (Heathrow), transfers, four nights’ full-board hotel accommodation, photography tuition and guided activities. Call The Aurora Zone on 01670 785 012 (www.theaurorazone.com).
Photography short break on the island of Gozo -  from £995 pp with Artisan Travel 

Led by a professional award-winning photographer, this four-night break to the Maltese island of Gozo enables travellers to capture idyllic scenery, absorb the region’s fascinating history and see Gozitan architecture, all alongside developing photography skills. With a personalised itinerary, guests can focus on their individual photographic interests whilst enjoying this incredible location. Departing between now and December 2017, the price is from £995 pp (based on two sharing), including flights (London), transfers, four nights’ B&B hotel accommodation, three picnic lunches, one dinner and expert photography tuition. Call Artisan Travel on 01670 785 085 (www.artisantravel.co.uk). 
Create your own art; painting the Lake District – from £650 pp with Chapters Experience Holidays
Attracting artists from different centuries and regarded as one of England’s most breath-taking regions with its craggy hilltops, mountain tarns and watery lake vistas, the Lake District is the perfect place to enjoy watercolour landscape painting. Based at Hassness Country House, with the beautiful Buttermere landscape right on the doorstop, learn techniques through a combination of demonstrations and coaching from watercolour specialist Fiona Pruden. Departing 14 October 2017, the trip costs from £650 pp (two sharing), including full-board accommodation, advice and guidance from the painting tutor, easy guided walks and all painting materials. Call Chapters Experience Holidays on 01707 246 666 (www.chaptersholidays.co.uk).
Explore Salvador Dali Country in cultural Catalonia – from £1,290 pp with Inntravel

This cultural self-drive discovery trip showcases the stunning landscapes, coastal towns and exquisite hill-top medieval villages of eastern Catalonia, alongside its art, wine and top gastronomy sites. Visit the three museums of the Dalí Triangle (the Dalí Castle in Pubol, the Dalí Theatre-Museum in Figueres and Dalí’s former house at Port Lligat), spend a day with a local expert in Penedès, known as ‘Cava Country’, learning about the subtleties of Cava production, and discover the unique volcanic cuisine of the Garrotxa region. Departing between now and 31 October 2017, Homage to Catalonia costs from £1,290 pp (two sharing), including 12 nights’ B&B accommodation, five dinners and car hire. Call Inntravel on 01653 617 000 (Inntravel.co.uk). 
Festivals of Bhutan Photo Workshop with Colin Prior – from £4,995 pp with KE Adventure Travel 
World-renowned photographer Colin Prior is returning to Bhutan 20 years on from his first visit and has collaborated with KE Adventure to create the Festivals of Bhutan Photo Workshop. This 13-day guided tour incorporates one-to-one photography tuition to allow guests to capture the beauty of Bhutan’s landscapes, monasteries and festivals, while improving creative skills through daily workshops and review sessions each evening. Departing between now and April 2018, the price is from £4,995 pp (excluding flights – from £5,685 pp including flights), based on two sharing. Includes most meals, 10 nights’ hotel accommodation, two nights’ camping, private tuition, Bhutan visa fees, transport and entrance fees. Call KE Adventure Travel on 01768 773 966 (www.keadventure.com).

Northumberland: Dark Skies and Nature – from £675 pp with McKinlay Kidd

Rural Northumberland was recently designated International Dark Sky Park Gold Tier for having the clearest skies in England and the largest protected night sky area in Europe. This six-night self-drive holiday features a visit to the Kielder Water & Forest Park – the biggest open air space in the UK to exhibit contemporary art and architectural works from world-renowned artists. Other highlights include an evening’s Dark Skies observatory experience, a full day’s private walking tour of Hadrian’s Wall and a boat trip to the Farne Islands. Tips on how to make the most of Northumberland’s spectacular wildlife, stunning coastline and superb food are provided throughout. Departing between now and 30 November 2017, Northumberland: Dark Skies & Nature costs from £675 pp (two sharing), including six nights’ B&B accommodation in hand-picked hotels and inns, and itinerary as described. Call McKinlay Kidd on 0141
308 8009 (www.mckinlaykidd.com). 

Museums and private collections in China & Taiwan – from £5,760 pp with Martin Randall Travel
Discover a wide range of Chinese arts - from bronzes and jades in Nanjing Museum, porcelain in Beijing’s Capital Museum to classical paintings in Tianjin - on this 11-day tour. Stroll along Shanghai’s riverside stretch of Art Deco buildings and visit contemporary art studios in buildings designed by Ai Wei Wei in Caochangdi, Beijing. The tour is led by Dr Konstanze Knittler, an art historian who specialises in 19th and 20th century Chinese art. Departing 18 September 2017, The Arts in China costs from £5,760 pp (two sharing), including flights (London), transfers, four and five-star hotel accommodation, most meals with wine, all admissions, tips and taxes. Call Martin Randall Travel on 020 8742 3355 (www.martinrandall.com).
One-week painting holiday, La Gomera, Canary Islands – from £1,499 pp with Authentic Adventures 

Take inspiration from the unique geology of La Gomera, plus its light-filled terraces, breeze-ruffled palms and ancient woodland, on this seven-night painting holiday. Under the expert tuition of David Paskett, past President of the Royal Watercolour Society, guests of varying abilities can explore a range of subjects and techniques. The flexible itinerary covers land and seascapes, people and plants, is based in peaceful places to paint, and offers opportunities to go whale watching or relax by the hotel’s rooftop pool in Gran Rey. Departing 11 November 2017, Gorgeous Gomera costs from £1,499 pp (two sharing), including seven nights’ B&B accommodation, most meals, transfers, five days’ painting tuition, a tour manager and itinerary as described. £150 non-activity discount. Call Authentic Adventures on 01453 823 328 (www.authenticadventures.co.uk). 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh arts short break in Glasgow – from £449 pp with Travel Editions
Learn about the creative genius of Scottish artist and architect, Charles Rennie Mackintosh, during a two-night break to Glasgow, led by experts Robin and Karen Cairns. Highlights include visits to the House for an Art Lover, Kelvingrove Museum, Scotland Street School, Hill House – which was built for publisher Walter Blackie in 1902 – and a private dinner at The Glasgow Art Club, where Mackintosh was a member and designed some of the rooms. Departing 8 and 29 September 2017, the trip costs from £449 pp (two sharing), including two nights’ B&B at four-star Grosvenor Hilton, two dinners, talks, guided tours, entrance fees, coach transfers, and the services of a tour manager. Call Travel Editions on 020 7251 0045 (www.traveleditions.co.uk).
Art, Music & Literature in Moscow – from £1,996 pp with Kirker Holidays
What better time than the centenary year of the Russian Revolution to visit the country’s spiritual and political heart and capital, Moscow? In the company of an expert lecturer, explore the city’s dazzling Orthodox cathedrals, imposing Soviet-era monuments and the spectacular treasures of the Kremlin during a five-night escorted tour that also examines the legacy of some of Russia’s greatest 19th century writers and artists.  Visit the homes of Tolstoy and Chekhov, and Klin, the estate where Tchaikovsky composed several of his finest works, including The Nutcracker. Departing 14 September & 12 October 2017, Art, Music & Literature in Moscow costs from £1,996 pp (two sharing), including BA flights (Heathrow), five nights’ B&B, two dinners & two lunches, Russian visa, all entrance fees and gratuities, and the services of the Kirker Tour Lecturer. Call Kirker Holidays on 020 7593 2284 (www.kirkerholidays.com). 
Through the eyes of a local: walk and paint Western Crete – from £1,250 pp with Sunvil

The spectacular region of Western Crete is ideal for capturing on canvas and perfect for exploring on foot, and this seven-night holiday combines both. Led by a local walking guide, guests will be introduced to the hills and valleys around Kissamos, with fascinating insight into the local fauna and flora. The trip features five mornings of leisurely walks as well as four painting workshops spread across the week. Departing between 23 May and 20 June, and between 19 September and 10 October 2017, Walking & Painting in Crete costs from £1,250 pp (two sharing), including flights (Gatwick), seven nights’ B&B hotel accommodation, transfers and excursions, together with the services of the local walking guide. Call Sunvil on 020 8758 4758 (www.sunvil.co.uk).

Departing in 2018

Photography Trip to Knoydart and the Small Isles – from £1,595 pp with Wilderness Scotland

Spend a week developing photography skills in the company of Colin Prior – one of the UK’s leading landscape photographers – in the spectacular mountain scenery and expansive seascapes of Knoydart and the Small Isles, often referred to as Scotland’s last wilderness. Access some of the finest photographic locations in the Highlands via Wilderness Scotland’s private boat and spot wildlife including whales, dolphins, porpoises and even golden eagles. Explore the nearby islands of Skye, Rum, Eigg, Muck and Canna. Departing 12 & 19 May and 4 August 2018, the price is from £1,595 pp (two sharing), including seven nights’ full-board accommodation, all local boat transfers, tuition, coaching and guidance from Colin Prior throughout. Call Wilderness Scotland on 01479 420 020 (www.wildernessscotland.com). 

Ends 
Note to Editors:

AITO, www.aito.com, is an alliance of over 120 of the best specialist holiday companies. AITO members collectively provide an unrivalled range of holidays to every corner of the world. They are passionate about what they do and pride themselves on their attention to every detail of their customers’ holidays.

AITO members’ joint aim is to offer personal, caring service to their customers, to look after the environment in the places in which they work and to provide holidays that deliver both good value and high standards. All AITO holiday companies are required, as a condition of membership, to take full financial protection measures on behalf of their clients via the appropriate industry bonding schemes.

For the latest Directory of AITO members’ PR contacts, please contact Travel PR.
Recent additions to the AITO membership portfolio include: 

· All Saints Travel Ltd – specialists in the arrangement of Christian pilgrimages for groups and individuals.
· Chalfont Holidays – creating bespoke holiday experiences for the discerning naturist traveller in resorts around the world.
· Anzcro UK Ltd – the experts for all holiday arrangements to New Zealand, Australia and the South Pacific.
· Bamboo Travel – creating tailor-made holidays in the Far East. 
· Silver Fern Holidays – travel specialists with over 30 years’ experience creating dream holidays to New Zealand.
· Personal Touch Holidays – providing tailor-made group travel through a highly personalised service.
· Travel Editions – offering cultural and escorted tours to discerning travellers for over 23 years.
Travel PR will happily email all AITO members with any queries that travel writers may have – it’s a great way to receive speedy feedback or information from AITO experts via just one email request.
For further information on AITO, please contact Travel PR on 020 8891 4440 or email Sue Ockwell (s.ockwell@travelpr.co.uk) or Rebecca Milne (r.milne@travelpr.co.uk).
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